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 Juanita('Nita') Joy Holbrook Rizzo passed away 3 days before her 61st
anniversary to the love of her life, who preceded her earlier this year. She was
83 years old and led a very beautiful, rewarding and fulfilling life. In her own
words, 'it was gratifying'. 

 Nita was born February 10, 1935 in Dayton, Texas as the 5th child of Aaron
Chester Holbrook, Sr. and Ellen Elizabeth Nelson. She had 4 brothers and a
sister, A.C. Jr., Evelyn, John David, Bruce and Virgil. Being a part of a large
rice farming family, Nita learned hard work, perseverance and family make all
things rewarding. Nita completed a Bachelor of Education from Southern
Methodist University(SMU) before having Sam Rizzo ask her on a date
outside the Liberty pharmacy during a Christmas break from college. During
their 60 years of marriage, Sam and Nita had four children; Samuel Cosimo,
Daniel Chester, David William and Mary Elizabeth. From the start of Sam and
Nita's already large family grew an even larger family. Samuel Cosimo married
Jill Lynn Neathery and have 3 children, Joshua, Sean and Samantha. Dan is
married to Kristine Lancaster and have 3 children, Danielle, Nicholas and Will.
David married Lynn Coons and have 4 children, Olivia, Madalyn, David and
Nolan. Elizabeth married Tim Moore and have 2 children, Elissa and Sam.
From these 12 grandchildren, Nita's family continues to grow with already 5
great grandchildren, Braden, Ashton, Navie, Atticus, and Mia, and for sure



more to come. 
 Nita's hard work and perseverance led to many early successes in her life, like

being elected Class President of the Dayton Elementary 4th grade, being
awarded the Gridiron Queen of Dayton High School both her Junior and
Senior year, being a FFA Sweetheart, the Junior Class President, the
Daughters of the American Republic award recipient, among other things, and
that was all prior to even getting to college. 

 Nita went on to become the President of her sorority, Alpha Delta Pi, at SMU,
as well as receiving the Mu Phi Epsilon Music honorary and the Kirkos
Service honorary, ultimately being contracted to teach Music for the Dayton
School District after graduation. 

 Already being very accomplished and starting her own family, Nita switched to
a life of service, volunteering for enumerable activities and associations. She
went on to become a V.I.P. (Volunteer in Public Schools) and uplifted the
education of many children. She marched neighborhoods collecting for the
March of Dimes, Heart Associations, Cancer Association, Muscular Dystrophy,
as well as others. Continuing her efforts towards molding and influencing
young people, she taught Faith Formation classes for elementary ages, was
the organist and Choir Director for several catholic churches, was the St.
Thomas High School Mothers Club President and volunteered for Horseback
Riding for the Handicapped. 
Nita was not only involved with many children, she also became a political
advocate and volunteered for several campaigns to elect solid, upstanding
individuals for the Texas Governor, U.S. Congress and was the chair for the
central phone bank for the 1980 Reagan/Bush campaign, ultimately receiving
an invitation to the 50th Presidential Inauguration for President Ronald
Reagan and Vice President George H.W. Bush. 
After many years of service, Nita started her own Angus cattle operation
leading up to the landmark event of being elected the first woman President of
the Texas Angus Association. She was also very involved in the Madisonville
Art Council and Mushroom Festival. But her greatest love was MUSIC, and so



her involvement with the 'Deci-Belles' Barbershop chorus for 15 years was
one of her most delightful activities, of course, along with hugging and sharing
her vast knowledge with all her grandchildren and great grandchildren. Her
generosity and love will be dearly missed by all, but we know she will always
be with us. 

 The funeral mass is scheduled for 11AM on Saturday; October 27, 2018 at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church in Madisonville, TX with Nita's
grandsons and great grandson serving as pallbearers. The private family
burial will follow at Allphin Cemetery.



Cemetery Details

Allphin Cemetery

Madisonville, TX
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Maryann Rizzo Moore - November 22, 2018 at 03:58 PM

"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on." "Blessed
indeed", says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, for
their deeds follow them." In Phillippians 1:3 it states"I thank God in
all my remembrances of You." We are so sorry to hear of the loss of
"Nita" I had planned to go for a visit with her and before I could get
my visit arranged, I received a phone call from a relative a entire
month after the loss of "Nita," Upon hearing the news, I was
devastated by the news of her death and so wish I had known prior
to yesterday so I could have planned to be with the family. We wish
to express our deepest condolences upon the loss of Nita to the
family and we would like for you all to know that if you are in need of
any assistance, please do not hesitate to call upon our family for
some help. Our deepest condolences are with the family at their
time of sadness and loss. 
 
Sincerely, 

 Maryann Rizzo Moore & Family

Dan & Carolyn Madole - October 24, 2018 at 10:23 PM

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family.


